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	Study tour on EU Regional Policy 

and regional economic development

	

	LAF 52865

	

	organised in co-operation with

	

	Committee of the Regions
and

Network of Associations of Local Authorities 

of South-East Europe (NALAS)

	


	Venue :
Committee of the Regions

Day 1 and Day 3: room VM1

Rue van Maerlant 2, 
Day 2: room JDE 53
Bâtiment Jacques Delors, rue Belliard 99-101

Brussels, Belgium
22-24 May 2013

	

	For more information on TAIEX assistance and to download presentations of this event, please go to: http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/taiex


	Aim of the meeting :

	

	The aim of this study tour is to present the EU legislation on regional development and cohesion policies to local and regional authorities coming from the Western Balkans. The main objective (aim) of the meeting is to obtain a clear picture of EU best practice on redistribution and decentralization in the field of regional development and territorial cohesion. The presence of DG REGIO is therefore very much appreciated.

 The most important outcome of the workshop is to help regional and local authorities coming from the Western Balkans to identify a way of improving the existing system of distribution of public funds in accordance with financial allocations for regional development as practiced by the EU Member States.
 Next to general information about the functioning and decision-making of the EU, this study tour will also cover the EU regional policy rules:

- Council Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA); 

- Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999;
- Commission Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006 setting out rules for the implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund and of Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Regional Development Fund.

This study tour will be organised in cooperation with the Committee of the Regions (CoR). The participants will have the opportunity to meet with the staff/ the members of the CoR.

The target audience of 30-35 participants will consist of elected representatives and senior administrative staff from municipalities (3 to 5 participants per beneficiary), including regional and local urban/utility experts and local finance experts. The participants will be selected by NALAS.

	Dissemination and follow up activities for channelling of the gained knowledge will be presented at the end of the event.


	Day 1 : Wednesday 22 May 2013

	


	Chair: Milena Garthley

	

	 09:00
	 Arrival and registration of participants

	 09:15
	 Welcome note: introduction to the Local Administration Facility 

	 09:30
	 Round of table: brief verbal presentation, max. 3 minutes per participant (5-7 minutes for country presentation)

	 10:45
	 Coffee break

	 11:15
	 The EU institutions and decision-making process 

 (tbc)

	 12:00
	 Questions and Answers

	 12:15
	 Lunch break

	 13:45
	 Review and the future of EU regional policy
, Directorate General for Regional Policy, European Commission (tbc)

	 14:30
	 Questions and Answers

	 14:45

	 IPA – the preparations for the future use of Cohesion Policy instruments
, Directorate General for Regional Policy, European Commission (tbc)

	 15:30
	 Questions and Answers

	 15:45
	 Coffee break

	 16:00
	 SEE 2020 Strategy and its implications on IPA 2 
 DG Enlargement, European Commission (tbc)

	 16:45
	 Questions & Answers

	 17:00
	 Closing of Day 1


	Day 2 : Thursday 23 May 2013

	


	Chair: Milena Garthley (NALAS)

	

	09:00
	 Regional development planning – key stages (e.g. diagnosis, planning and programming, social consultations, system of implementing institutions); 
(tbc)

	09:45
	 Questions & Answers

	10:00
	Verification of internal structure of public administration entities and creating of efficient Partnerships for regional development
 (tbc)

	 10:45
	 Questions & Answers 

	 11:00
	 Coffee break

	 11:30
	Best practices in implementation of EU regional and cohesion policy - lessons learned in Slovenia

 (tbc) 

	 12:15
	Questions & Answers

	 12:30
	 Lunch break 

	 14:00
	 How to implement successfully EU Regional Policy - best practices from the Member States 

(workshops in smaller groups): 

1) Group I: Implementing Regional/Local Development Strategy: process of identifying and designing key projects 

2) Group II:  Long-term financial management in public administration – different models of funding projects

3) Group III:  Project pipeline – how to identify potential projects and develop proposals, assessment, prioritization, etc. 

	 16:00
	 Coffee break

	 16:15
	 Presentation of the results of the workshops

	 17:00
	 Closing of Day 2 


	Day 3 : Friday 24 May 2013

	


	Chair: Milena Garthley

	

	09:30
	 Visit to the Irish Regions Brussels Office: an introduction to local/regional offices in Brussels and an overview of some of the key policy challenges
(tbc)

	 11:30
	The experience of a region from an EU Member State in managing EU regional policy programmes - decentralising management and system of institutions 

 , the representative from Bulgaria (tbc)

	 12:15
	Questions & Answers

	 12:30
	 Lunch break

	 14:00
	 Work and functioning of the CoR

Mr Klaus HULLMANN, Directorate Communication, Press and Protocol, Committee of the Regions

	 14:45
	 Activities of the CoR with the Western Balkans (joint consultative committees and working groups)
Directorate for Consultative Works, Commission CIVEX, Committee of the Regions

	 15:15
	 Feedback and presentation of the follow-up and dissemination activities of the event.

Ms Jelena JANEVSKA, NALAS

	15:30
	 Closing session of the event


	This meeting is being organised by the

Technical Assistance Information Exchange Instrument

of the European Commission

	

	CHAR 03/149 , B - 1049 Brussels

Telephone: +32-2-296 73 07 , Fax: +32-2-296 76 94
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